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Irish; and when Postmaster Price was removed as a punishment of
Douglas, they helped establish Cook in his place. There was a little
matter of a default in his accounts to be cleared up before reappointment.
He had earlier offered to reimburse the government by turning over a
Chicago lot, but as his tide to the land was not clear Cobb had refused
it. Now Cobb with Attorney General Black to counsel him, saw the
matter in a new light; the lot was accepted, the accounts declared settled,
and Ike again was postmaster.
His first task was to secure control of the state convention scheduled
for April. His chief aide was Dr. Charles Leib, sometime doctor, lawyer,
liquor dealer. Mormon, and Kansas adventurer of free-state tinge, who
had edited a campaign paper in Chicago for the Democrats in 1856,
and served as city sealer of weights and measures. He was made a mail
agent and as such had a pass on the railroads and could round up the
postmasters. Colonel R. B. Carpenter, government disburser in the
building of the new Chicago post office and courthouse then under
construction, was another local lieutenant. In the southern part of the
state ex-Governor John Reynolds, commonly known as the "Old
Ranger," took the lead, assisted by John Dougherty. The efforts of this
gang were not such as to compel the Democratic state convention to
follow their lead. The party enthusiastically endorsed Douglas and
adjourned, leaving Cook and his tattered remnant to meet by them-
selves. The rump organized their own state central committee headed
by Cook and set June 9 for their own convention. Their chief interest
was in drawing up recommendations, to be forwarded to Washington,
for the decapitation of some of their enemies.14 When finally they held
their convention it was so thinly attended, and their ticket was so un-
impressive, that Douglas did not hesitate to denounce Cook and Leib
on the floor of the Senate. Others saw the futility of Cook's efforts, and
it began to be whispered that if Douglas were cautious and would
occasionally speak well of the administration all might be forgiven and
Cook's ticket forgotten.
Meanwhile, no more Douglas men of importance were beheaded
except Fry, collector of the port at Chicago, and the district attorney
of northern Illinois. The latter was a particularly nasty move, as Bu-
chanan appointed in his place a son of Senator Fitch of Indiana, Doug-